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Looking Ahead to 2019 Courses 
 
Now that our 2018 training season has 
ended, it’s time to think about and get ready 

for the 2019 season. Your GSAR Group 
should also be in the process of planning 

their budget for next year. This would be a 
good time for Trackers to have a chat with 
their Training Officer or Group Executive 

about putting together a budget that 
includes funding for your Tracker training, 

and, perhaps even plan to host a course at 
your location. 

 
The BC Search and Rescue Association 
provides annual training funding to GSAR 

Groups across the province.  How that 
funding is spent is decided by each individual 

GSAR Group. While the rescue specialties are 
very important and demand a high cost in 
training and equipment, searching for lost 

subjects is the initial, basic role in GSAR.  To 
rescue a subject, you first need to find the 

subject – and as quickly as possible.     
 
BCTA would like to actively "market" our 

training program to your GSAR Group, citing 
the much-improved effectiveness of 

searchers who have tracking skills.  
 
BCTA is: 

- non-profit, cost effective; 
- local instructors, trained and experienced 

in EMBC procedures;  
- training complies with EMBC GSAR policy, 
training and procedures; 

- training task number (Work Safe BC); 
- SARVAC insurance; 

If your GSAR Group is interested in hosting a 
tracking course next year, please see our 

website at www.bctracking.org and contact 
the Course Coordination and Registration 
Director, Randy Rorvik at: 

courses@bctracking.org 

 

Notes from the Board of 
Directors Meetings 
 

Course Coordination.  In August, the BOD 
voted to eliminate the 5 Regional Director 

Positions and replace them with a single 
Director “Provincial Course Coordinator” who 
will be the point of contact for local GSAR 

Groups to request, coordinate and schedule 
all courses, province-wide.  The Training 

Director will then assign the Lead and 
Assistant Instructors.  The BCTA By Laws will 
be updated in a special resolution to be 

voted on by the general membership at the 
2019 AGM. The “How to Host a Course” and 

course registration forms will also be 
updated for 2019. 
 

Memberships.  As of the end of the training 
season, we have 229 members.  Current 

members can go to 
https://db.bctracking.org/login.aspx 

and log in to access and view their own 
member information.  Please send any 
changes or corrections to: 

membership@bctracking.org 
 

Training.  Ten courses were held in 2018 for 
162 students, including one Train the Trainer 
course.  
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Train the Trainer.  In November, the Board 
discussed upgrading the Train the Trainer 
course by separating Track Aware and 

Tracker/Advanced Tracker into two separate 
courses and Instructor certifications. As the 

BCTA overarching goal is to make every 
GSAR Searcher in BC at least Track Aware 
qualified, that will be our main emphasis, 

particularly for new instructors.  Current 
practice is that a certified instructor can 

teach and recommend certification up to 
their own level.  However, it was felt that 
additional training is required for those 

instructors who will be teaching Tracker and 
Advanced Tracker courses, and as Lead 

Instructors.  Details will be worked out over 
the winter – more to follow in the Spring 
Newsletter. 

 

Summer & Fall Courses 

Recap 

 

 
6-8 July Prince Rupert  

Track Aware 
By Jon Coutts 

The course was held for the second year at 
the PRSAR hall.  With the small group, the 
meeting room at the hall was adequate in 

size. Weather was good for Prince Rupert – 
overcast, warm and varied between dry, 

drizzle and rain. 

 
The mix ’n’ match exercise was very popular 
and between mix ’n’ match, tracking stick 

demo, effect of light on tracks demo and the 
reduced length of the slideshow I felt the 

PowerPoint overload we once had on the first 
night has been eliminated. Several students 
who had taken the course before commented 

on the improvement. 
 

Saturday morning tracking was in a meadow 
with a small group of alder on the edge of 
town. For the rest of the course we were 

very close to the location used last year, but 
by moving about 100 meters down the road 

we avoided the mess of the paintball area.  
 
As is usual at this time of year in the north, 

there was no night tracking to be had but we 
did get some dim enough light in the forest 

that students were using flashlights. 
 

The level of patience, dedication and 
aptitude of this group was very high. As all 
students were from Prince Rupert or Haida 

Gwaii the rain had no effect on their 
enthusiasm! 

 
Congratulations to Ian Hourston (Prince 
Rupert SAR), for achieving Track Aware. 

 

 
10-12 August Vanderhoof   
BCTA Instructor Course  



               

Page 3 of 8 

BCTA Autumn 2018 

 

www.bctracking.org 

Train the Trainer  
By Win Koch 

This year’s Train the Trainer was a small 
group of four enthusiastic northerners who 

escaped the smoke of wildfires, although 
Nechako SAR was called out a couple of 
times to perform evacuations to the west.  

We used the smoke-free SAR hall for the 
classroom presentations and a nearby vacant 

field for practicing laying Track Aware sign.   
 
For the Tracker and Advanced Tracker 

portion, the new instructors did a paper 
exercise where they were given a Google 

Earth map of a local field training area and 
had to develop and brief a scenario in front 
of the class.  This was followed by a trip to 

the actual site, where they did a walk-
through of the area, discovering points of 

interest that were not visible on the map, 
and discussed incorporating them into the 
scenario to ensure they met all or most of 

the assessment points.  
 

They successfully completed the course by 
doing classroom presentations and 

demonstrations, learning to fill in the course 
database, use the Student Assessment App 
and do all the other paperwork at the end of 

a course. 
 

Congratulations to the new Instructors: 
Dallas Allison (Prince Rupert SAR) 
Terry Thompson (Nechako Valley SAR) 

Chris Mushumanski (Nechako Valley SAR) 
Shelly McPhee (North Peace SAR) 

 

 

 
14-16 September Terrace  

Tracker and Advanced Tracker 
By Jeni Christie (TK & AT) and  
Chris Mushumanski & Ron Steinke (TA) 
 

Jeni taught the TK/AT with 6 TK students, 
enough for 2 teams. Jon Coutts was the field 

team coordinator and displayed excellent 
understanding of advanced tracking theories 
and leadership.  

 
For the Friday night PPT novices who were 

not only on their 3rd class but also the 
novices that were on their 2nd class sat in 
on the Sign Cutting Intro. On Sunday, Jeni 

pulled a couple of 3rd class novice students 
to participate in a small sign-cutting scenario 

as well - which they enjoyed and learned 
from.  
 

The course was held on the grounds of a 
bible camp so all the amenities were there 

on site which made it easy to transition from 
field to classroom. The terrain around the 
camp was vast and variable so it was ideal 

for laying out a long scenario - which was 
approx. 3km long and went through a lot of 

different types of forest ranging from dense 
2nd growth to deciduous flood plain stands. 

Jeni wanted to create a realistic SAR 
scenario where the students would have to 
cover a lot of ground, thereby having to 
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implement more high urgency tracking 
techniques.  
 

The subject was a forager/mushroom picker, 
Jeni consulted Koester’s Lost Person 

Behaviour App to make sure that the 
"subject" followed Koesters predictions. 
During the action plan sequence students 

were reminded that when determining a plan 
that they use every resource available such 

as Koester’s Lost Person Behavior App, not 
only to determine what questions to ask 
when interviewing witnesses, but also where 

and how they should conduct the search. 
The feedback on this was very positive. The 

students enjoyed the scenario and tracked 
until 23:00 on Saturday night all the while 
maintaining a positive attitude.  

 
The students presented their map on 

Saturday evening after dinner but also did a 
quick follow up on Sunday before the main 

debrief so as to show the novices how the 
scenario ended.  
 

Overall it was one of the best courses I have 
instructed - the students were keen and 

persevered through some tough terrain. 

 
For the Track Aware - Friday night, after Jeni 
introduced the courses, Ron and Chris 

presented the Track Aware PowerPoint, and 
Saturday began with showing the new "How 
to Draw a Track" video.  We had 5 teams out 

on 5 lines of sign until lunch.  We set up 4 
areas outside for aging sign and visited 4 

times throughout the weekend. 
 
After lunch we did another line of sign for 5 

teams with an addition of a subject profile, 
SMEAC and RADeMS.  That seemed to be 

well received.  After dinner the advanced 
class gave a briefing of what they did that 
day. Ron and Chris did the night tracking 

PowerPoint, then outside to take a look at a 
new line of sign and a quick demo of 

flagging, cat’s eyes and shine.   

 
Sunday began with 4 new lines of sign (we 
lost 2 people who went to the sign cutting 

scenario). During this time, we went over 
each student's evaluation with them.   

 
While waiting for the TK/AT class to return, 
we talked about the value of taking more 

courses, how the BCSARA funding is 
intended for Tracker Training, along with all 

the other GSAR skills - so there is funding 
available and it’s up to each group how they 
budget for it. Also discussed CISM as it 

relates to tracking. The advanced teams 
then arrived and did their final debrief and 

then we closed off the course with everyone 
stating their take-aways. 
 

What worked was the flow of the course, the 
location gave good variety for lines of sign, 

students were outstanding with everything, 
the food and the progression of the course 

for the Track Aware.   

 
Congratulations to the following: 
Scott McGinlay (Terrace SAR) Tracker 

Eric Constaninescu, (Terrace SAR) Tracker 
Jon Coutts, (Terrace SAR) Advanced Tracker 

 

 
21-22 September Tatla Lake  

Track Aware 
By Dwaine Brooke 
The indoor portion of the course was held in 

the local community hall.  The field training 
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ground was Lodgepole Pine, immature forest 
with beetle kill blow-down and pinegrass 
understory, typical of their area.  The site 

was 5 minutes from the hall, so no time was 
wasted in the travel.  Weather was rain all 

day Saturday and sun on Sunday.  Area was 
well drained, next to the airstrip. 
 

All the students were very interested and 
hoping for future courses.  They are a small 

group that is trying to get up to speed on as 
many aspects of SAR as possible.  Their 
hospitality was tremendous.  One note for 

future courses: there is only one motel at 
Tatla Lake with about 8-10 rooms.  So need 

to book early for future courses there, unless 
you’re planning on camping. 
 

Congratulations to the following for achieving 
Track Aware: 

Doug Schuk - West Chilcotin 
Selma Padgett – West Chilcotin 

Adrienne Clay - Kamloops 

 

 
21-22 September Port Alberni 

Track Aware, Tracker  
By Randy Rorvik (Tracker and Advanced) 

There were 9 students - 6 Tracker and 3 
Advanced.  The Friday night classroom 
session featured the new PPT and a great 

discussion on cutting.  We also demonstrated 
and discussed Dylan’s experimental track 

drawing Tab on the app and demonstrated 
the Avenza mapping app. 
 

Rain was “island” light I was told.  We went 
outside of the hall for a demonstration on 

dragging/marking with the tracking stick. 
Then did a demo and practice on how to 
approach a vehicle. Two of the vehicles (at 

each end of the parking lot), were also used 
for a quick direction of travel cutting practice 

and also a set up for Saturday’s scenario.  
 
Saturday, Randy enlisted his wife as a 

second subject to help lay the initial 
scenario.  A secondary entrance into Mill 

Dam Park was utilized to park the vehicle 
and enter the park. On and off trails were 

used to a point where she happened to 
succumb to anaphylactic shock. A “training” 
Epi-pen was left as a clue.  

 
Saturday morning classroom was the Action 

Plan PPT and further discussion on 
paperwork and mapping.  Briefing was held: 
Blue truck was stolen from SAR Hall.  No 

manager or SAR members available. 
Constable Horton reported that the truck 

was found in Mill Dam Park and had been 
towed.  Vehicle position had been chalk 
marked. The two Advanced Tracker 

candidates split duties on coming up with a 
plan and one filled the Field Team 

Coordinator role.  
 
The first issue of the weekend arose. 

Everyone assumed that the truck was in the 
main parking lot! With encouragement and 

little map study, the right road and access 
point was determined. A good reminder to all 
about looking at the big picture. Subject’s 

signature prints were found and direction of 
travel was determined. The teams followed 
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the sign on and off trail. There were a lot of 
bear trails in this park, everyone did a great 
job of separating the details.  

 
The teams found signature prints of both 

subjects - that boosted moral. Further work 
had them find the epi pen and a note.   
 

After a break for lunch, teams followed the 
original line of sign and discovered another 

line.  About this time the predicted rain 
arrived and hosed all day. Teams did a great 
job of moving the sign along.  A signature 

print of subject 2 was found and drawn. It 
was also a great teaching moment about 

having a tracking card for each subject and 
common names!  
 

After dinner they presented the scenario to 
the novice course and discussed the day. 

The Advanced students assisted laying the 
novice night sign and everyone helped teach.  

 
We returned Sunday to where we left off. 
Teams managed to figure out the line into 

and out of a dangerous draw, and the other 
teams determined that the line crossed the 

draw on a fallen log. Teams took the safe 
route to the other side, cut and found both 
lines of sign. They followed them to the 

parking lot. Teams were pushed to cut and 
follow it to the bus stop and were successful.  

 
They were then asked a “What Now?” 
question. Group discussion came up with: 

they took a bus. With some prodding they 
thought that potentially they went to bus 

stop near the SAR Hall!  Great group 
discussion/ debrief and back to the hall for 
presentations.  

 
Congratulations to Mike Riddalls PortAlberni 

AVRS on obtaining his Advanced Tracker and  
Richard Morris (PEMO), Martin Martins 
Arrowsmith), Andy Jackson (Alberta) on 

obtaining their Tracker certification. 

Track Aware achieved by Scott Williams 
(Campbell River), Bruce Wall (Arrowsmith) 
and Dave Roberts (Nanaimo). 
 

 
26-28 October Sunshine Coast  

Track Aware, Tracker and 
Advanced Tracker 
By Dylan Baker (Track Aware) 

 
Having a common bunk area offered a lot of 

opportunities for social interaction, story 
telling and bonding among classmates. There 
were a number of different terrain types 

available within a short walk of the 
classroom including a grass field, mossy 

woods, trails, beach and gravel roads.  
Weather was largely good, with some heavy 
rain over Saturday night. This was a great 

test of the students' sign protection and a 
good demonstration of the aging effects of 

rain as we revisited the previous day's line.  
 

By Sunday we gave the students more 
challenging lines (less straight, fewer 
"gimmies"), and received a lot of positive 

feedback. It was a large confidence boost for 
them and great sense of accomplishment 

 
Congratulations to Alex Tebbutt (Sunshine 
Coast) for achieving Tracker 
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Tracker Tales 
 

  
As always, Tracker Tales and pictures 
from your SAR or tracking experiences 

are welcome.  Please send them to the 
Editor at: 

communications@bctracking.org 
 

During a recent search, a Mutual Aid GSAR 
team came across signs of a solo subject on a 
trail and a direction of travel. Members of the 
Team included an Advanced Tracker/Team 
Leader, a Search Manager/Tracker acting as a 
team member and a Track Aware member. 
 
Because it was a solo line of sign, not likely a 
GSAR Team or a group of hikers, the Team 
Leader, an Advanced Tracker, notified Incident 
Command of the finding.  The Team called out 
Prime so all the surrounding teams knew there 
were tracks in the area and to be aware.  Other 
search teams around the Team stopped until 
the Prime Sign had been reported to Command 
and the go ahead was given to move forward.  
 
As the Team was protecting the prime sign, a 
solo searcher (split off from another team further 
up the hill) came down the trail to see what the 
Team was reviewing, walking all over the sign in 
the direction of travel. Without introducing 
herself, she briefly looked at the prime sign and 
declared, “That’s not the subject.” And began 
walking back the way she came, further trashing 
any sign in the direction of travel. 
 
The Team Leader asked her if she was a 
Tracker, whereupon she replied, “I’m Track 
Aware”, and continued on her way.  
  

A few questions should jump out from our GSAR 
and Tracker training:  
 
The Team had information about a solo subject, 
but nothing in the way of what footwear he might 
be wearing.   So, was it correct to assume the 
possibility that this solo line of sign on a trail 
could be the subject?  Yes, unless there is other 
definitive information that eliminates this 
evidence as being from the subject.  
  
Did the Team follow procedure by identifying the 
direction of travel and protecting a prime sign, 
and calling the finding in to Incident 
Command?  Yes. 
 
Did the Track Aware solo searcher follow GSAR 
protocol by arriving alone?  No – GSAR 
searchers should always travel at least in a pair, 
never solo.  And when assigned to a team the 
team should stay together following proper 
search techniques, and always on the lookout 
for clues and signs of passage. 
  
Did the Track Aware solo searcher clear the 
approach to the scene for sign or clues? Was 
she situationally aware? No – she came down 
the trail, stepping on the outgoing line of 
sign.  She did not identify herself ahead of time 
to the Team.  When Prime is called by a team 
that should make all other searchers 
situationally aware that there may be more sign 
in their areas and to look and tread carefully. 
  
Did the Track Aware solo searcher have any 
detailed information about the subject’s 
footwear, that had not been briefed?  Don’t 
know – but if there was, she did not share it with 
the team.  
  
Did the Team report the finding anyway, in case 
this turned out to be a valid clue? Yes - identified 
in the ICS 204 Task Debriefing sheet, ICS 204T 
and in the verbal debriefing. 
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Mushroom Picker Search, Fall 2018 
 

It was 02:30 in the morning when the phone 
call came in. RCMP has requested assistance 
in locating a 78-year-old mushroom picker.  

Rubbing the sleep from their eyes, the team 
mustered at our Search Hall and proceeded 

out to the last known area.  The subject’s 
vehicle had been located by family, so we 
had a good Initial Planning Point to begin our 

search. The rain began in earnest as the 
tracking team began their assignment. 

 
The ground was hard and dry when the 
subject left his vehicle, and a significant rain 

afterwards had scrubbed away any print that 
may have existed by the vehicle.  Trackers 

noted empty Halloween-sized Mars and 
Arrow chocolate bar wrappers inside the 
vehicle for future reference, and began to 

cut the woods around the vehicle.   
 

Several possible trails led away from the 
vehicle into the woods, evidenced mainly by 
flagged salal leaves easily visible in the light  

of the team’s flashlights.   
After some discussion, the teams identified 

the two most promising lines and advanced 
them.  Both appeared to take a wandering, 

indirect route.  Ultimately, they coalesced 
into a single line that ran along the edge of 
an embankment, with a meter drop off to a 

rocky beach on the side.  Interestingly, the 
subject seemed to make repeated short off-

shoots from the main direction of travel, 
returning quickly to the main line.  The team 
believed these were to investigate possible 

mushroom gathering sites. 
 

Continuing the line of sign, the team noticed 
a series of discarded mushrooms laying 
beside their line, mushrooms that had clearly 

been taken out of the ground with some 
care.  One had tool marks, where someone 

had cut into it in order to make an 
assessment.  Encouraged, the trackers 
continued to follow high sign and the 

occasional freshly broken twig.  Soon after, 
they were rewarded with a mushroom that 

had been stepped on, leaving a clear 
impression of a tread. 

 
After another 60 meters, the trail exited out 
onto the rocky beach, and the subject was 

located another 20 meters down the beach 
at 06:55.  The subject’s rubber boots were a 

match for the print in the mushroom. 
 
 

 


